LESSING                                      163
synthesis : another feature, by the way, in Leasing which connects him with Lord Shaftesbnry ; for Ms philosophy also is scattered and disjointed, delivered by fits and starts, and with many a vast hiatus. Both of them, in fact, had a leaning to a sceptical (that is, a negative) philosophy, rather than a positive philosophy of construction. Meantime, this particular defect is less felt in the Laocoon than elsewhere ; and for this reason Schlegel has remarked (or rather Kant, for it is his remark originally) that merely to clear up the boundaries of the different species, which might seem a negative service, yields the greatest positive uses for the development of each species in its whole individualities. Now, this is done in the Laocoon ; and it will he shown in the notes that some errors which have arisen in England would at once have been forestalled by the principles of this essay.